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Steve Timchak
16 Winnipauk Drive

Norwalk, CT 06851

USA
T:2039817898 stevetimchak@yahoo.com

November 5, 2018

David Noble
Greenwich Harbor Commission

Proposed kelp farm

Dear David

The following is an overview of the proposed kelp farm | discussed at the GHC at the October
meeting. The exact location, marked with lat/long for the corners will be sent seperate your. It
is a 5 acre plot, to the north of L-481. L-481 is leased by shell fisherman Ed Stilwagen. |
recently spoke with Ed about my plans and he had no complaints regarding the proposed
location. | have also spoken with George and Sandra Weiksner, owners of Wee Captains Island
to the west of the proposed plot. They expressed no complaints or issues with the location as
well. | have emailed the chart showing location to Roger Bowgen of the Greenwich Shellfish
Commision as well as Mike O'Conner of the Greenwich Marine division. I'm hoping to hear back
from both parties prior to he next meeting.

| would be growing sugar kelp on the plot. | was one of ten, out of 130 applicants, selected for
Greenwave's farmer in training program. Greenwave is a non profit organization based out of
New Haven. They are attempting to promote small kelp and shellfish farms in Long Island
sound. They will be helping me through the permit process as well as hosting seeding and
harvesting workshops. Greenwave also supplies the first two years of kelp seed, which they
cultivate in New Haven. Greenwave also will buy a percentage of the harvested kelp.

I am now searching for a proper boat to work the farm. The seed is attached to horizontal lines
attached at the ends to vertical lines held in place with anchors and suspended by bouys.
There are also suspension bouys placed along the line to keep the line suspended evenly. The
horizontal lines are 5 to 8 feet in depth, depending on turbidity of the water. The seeding is
done in October or November, dependent on water temp and other biological factors. Harvest
is April or May, before the water warms up.

Kelp is used for human consumption as it is a natural source of vitamins A, B1, B2, C, D and E
as well as minerals zinc, iodine, magnesium, iron, potassium and copper. It also has the highest
natural concentration of calcium of any food, 10 times more than milk.

It is also used as animal feed, in cosmetics, fertilizers and pharmaceuticals. Kelp also provides
shelter for fish, invertebrates and mammals. Kelp has the potential to reduce ocean
acidification, it grows quickly without the need for fertilizers, it sequesters carbon dioxide as
well as excess nitrogen and phosphorus. As you can see, not a lot of negatives.

Please let me know if there is any other information | can supply prior to the next Harbor
Commision meeting

Steve Timchak
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